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Greetings Members!

Despite ample moisture, it
has IIot been a banner year
for me in the collectiotr of
black morels. My curent
'stock'is at about 3370 of
a R?ical yea.r. Otr the opti-
mistic side, I am still finding
black morcls at the 9,000 ft.

level and I am befting that I will be able to foray
for them through th€ 4th of July weekend.

Some other good "diruter table" mushroorDJ
should soon be mating an appeiuance. I am start-
1ng to linci tne 'Fairy Rrnt' Marasmius oTaades
mushrooms in grass fields and we should also
soon be finding various Agaricus mushrooms.
Also about this time ofyear I often stfi finding
the Velvet Foot' Flammulina velutipes mDsfuoonT
growing on dead aspetr trees in the mountains.

I tbinl we will have a good surrner fruithg this
year, and the Mushroom Fair should be exciting.
If you can help lvith the fair, please contact
SporesAfeld editot (utd President Elect), Norfir
Birchler (trbirchler@comcast.tret) who is the Fair
Chair thjs year.

I would realJl enjo) hearilg some leedback from
members on ideas of how to make CMS a more
enjoyable experience for everyone. Are ftere any
topics or activities for meetings that you would
like to see covered? More Forays? How about
a Foray/Camping trip? Please feel ftee to voice
your opinions I

Good Forays to you all!

Speaker for the July meeting:
Dr Michelle Seidl
"Cortharius Udeashed"

Dr Micbelle Seidl of Seattle will visit to eDlighren
us on one of the most common, yet most difficult
genela, Cortinarius. On a summer foray, you will
probcbly see more "(urls" than any olher species
of mushroom. Identifyi[g them to genus is often
fafuly easy, but detemining species is quite an-
other thing. Dr Seidl says, "Openilg up this 'c;|Jrl

of worms', l'11 explain some ins and outs about
this very large genus, dissect it a bit, explain bow
it's constructed and currenily where w- arc wiih
CortinariDs. A histodcal perspective from this
country and worldwide will be discussed. Char-
acters worth notinq and whar to look for will be
presented for each of the rnain groups. The talk
will end on a travel Dote !o the north sunlmarizing
3 years of collecting Cortinarii with Drs. Mein-
hard Moser and Joe Ammirati in Grand Teton
and Yellowstone National Parks." For the benefit
of newer members, Dr- Ammirati, University of
Washington, and the late Dr. Moser, Professor
Emedtus, Univefiity of Innsbruck, Innsbruck,
Ausaia are recognized as some of the top authori-
ties on this difficult genus.

Dr Seidl (let's call her Michelle, which I'rn sure
she'll p.efer) was bom in Spokane, W'A, but gew
up in the San Frarcisco Bay Area. In pursuit of an
undergraduate degree in Biological Sciences. sbe
attended Humboldt State University. Here she
got "tumed on" to fungi and the fabulous world of
mycology by Dr David Largenr.
(contifiued on page 3 )
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Upcoming Events The-11th Annual Buena vista Kins Bolerus Fes-
tiyal will be held August 20 and 21st. For more

Jufy f1t Dr Michelle Seidl will give a information. please call the Buena Vista Heitage
lecture on Cortinarius. Also see Museum at 719-395-9459."Upcoming Forays" on page 3.

Aug 126 Fair foray, see "Upcoming Forays" 
"End ofthe Seasoo Fungi Feast" (Sunday' Oc-

on page 3. tober 23-t, mark tbat date on your caletrdals, ihe
dinner menu and all the rese ation information

AW. 13b Fair Setup. will be published in rhe L.,gust SporesAfeti.

Aug. l4d Annud CMS Mushioom Fair
at lenver notanic cara.-ri 

*rt. For more information related to cMs' contact:

FaiI identifier this year is Dr. Else President
Vellinga. Will;m Wnrdsor 3O3-5M-6O(9 wn{in.Lso'@comcast.net

Vice-President
Aug. 156 "lDtroduction to Muskooms" Louis caz (303)-665-5548 touis@gazconsultiry.com

Dr Else Vellinga, of the Plant and president-F,lect

Microbial Biology Deparlment NormBircbler 3O344O-'t123 nbirchler@comcast.rel
at the Unive(sity of Califomia, Sec.efary
Berkeley. Joanna Sewdd 303-455-15i9 sewardj@aol com

Theasurer
Aug. 18-21"' Telluride Mushroom Festival. Harr, obemeier 3o3-3s3-o646 hnrry482@jutro.com

For additional info: Toxicologist
call 303-296-9359 Maril).o Shaw 303-1T7-1278 marihshaw@aol.com
www.shroomfestival-com Memhership Chair

Lindd deteoD J0J-278-9582 ldel€ooG coltrcis(.nel
Aug. 18-21" Crcsted Butte Mushroom Festival Spores ndihr

- - or-additict:alinf,o;-cdRoger - 1o""-iffifffn.m,o"o."r"i-'"r
Kahn at 303-322-5532 ot 9'70-349-
0238 wwiv.cbmushfest.com

Aug. 20-21" I I tb Annual Buem Vista King
Boletus Festival, see top of this
page colunm 2

SepL 1?i Cook & Taste, Chairperson
n€eded, contact CMS President
William Windsol

Oct. 106 ChefSmailer of the Boulder Cork.
His restauant hosts our "End of
the Season Fungi Feast" .

Oct. 23' " End of the Season Fungi Feast" at
the Boulder Cork.

Bring mushrooms for identification and display to
any meebng.

All meeting are held at the Denver Bota c
cadens in Mitchell Hall at 7:30 pm unless
otherwise aDnounced.
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Foray Chair
Tom Ruzicka 303 441 2'74D tornflrzicka@mindspring.com

CMSWwehsite
www.cmsweb.org

SporesAfuld
Spores Ajeld is ptbhshed from March
through October by the Cotorado Mycological
Society. CMS dues are $23 for the fust year
and $20 thereafter. Send membership dues to
CMS Membership Chair, Box 9621, Denver,
CO 80209. A11 CMS members receive Spores
Alell as pa of thei membership.

CMS is an affiliated member of the Nonh
American Mycological Association.

CMS website: http://www.cmsweb.org
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Upcoming Forays
Please note all forays Deet at 9:00 am i|r tbe
northeast parking lot (also known as the T-
Rex lot) of tle Morrison exit at I-70 unless
otherwise announced. ff you carpool from
that point which is strongly encouiaged, due to
limited parking at most foray locations, please
chip in gas mooey. You must be a member of
CMS to take part in the forays.

July 10h (Sunday) Tom Taggafi will lead a foray
with our guest Dr. Michelle Seidl .

August 66 (Saturday) Tom Ruzicka will lead a
foray into the Winter Park irea.

August 12b Griday) Ellen Jacobsen will lead a
foray wilh Dc Else Vell inga to collect specimens
tbr the Fair.

Be sure to bring your CMS membership card or
your cufent copy ofSporesAJield withyou. Il
you are not a membet you can become oDe at the
foray for the standard new member fee of $23,
which will also get you copies of SporesAfeld for
the .est of the year.

Forays may be catrcelled in the event of drv
weather, CalI first if in doDbt.

We have a need for people to lead forays. you
do not need to be an expert identifier to lead a
foray. You only need to be willing to lead a group
of people to a location where mushrooms can be
found. ffyou would be willing to lead a foray,
please contact Tom Ruzicka 3O3-441 -2'14O ot vra
e-mail at: tomruzicka@mindspring.corn.

Note from Ed Swanberg:
The inoculation foray on June I I s was a success
with ever;one baving a good time. We inocu-
lated coflon wood shrmps and logs along Bouider
Creek. The people in Boulder, Coloado are a
little different from people in your average Amed-
can city. When they saw 10 people walking down
the path y/ith electric drills and squirt bottles in
their hands they thought thdt was normal!

Obituary
News has been received of the death of Madame
Andrea Roberte Nillo, wife of fonner CMS
member, Robet Nino, of 2018 Thompson Rd.,
Richmond- TX. Madame Nino passed awry in
Houston on Apdl 26, 2005. Cause of dearh was
pancfea[c cancel

(Speaker continued Jrom page 1 )
Between her BA and MA degrees, she worked at
the Forestry Scietrce Lab in CorvalLis OR on a
variety of mycological prcjects including: study-
tng Phellinus weirii (laminated rcot rot); the role
fungi played in plant reestablishment following
the 1980 Mt. St. Helens eruption; small mam-
mal mycophagy and truffloid fungi. For her MA
degree she studied under Dr. Harry Thiers at San
Francisco State Univelsity doing a 2 year my-
cofloristic study of Wunderlich Park, San Mateo
Coutrty, CA. Then for 4.5 years she worked at
the UC Berkeley herbarium with the nonvascular
cryptogamic collection. In 1999 she completed
her Ph.D at the Unive6ity of WA in Seaftle uDder
Dr Joe Amnirati. Her thesis \ras on the sys-
lefiatics of two sections iD Co:.l;iexus iubgeius
Mlxacium (the slimy ones !)- Since that rime, she
has done contract work with the US Forest Ser-
vice and Bureau of Lard Managernent, identifying
fungi for tle Survey and Manage prcjecr as part
of the Northwest Forest Plan. She also taught
Botany and Mycology at the University of Wash-
ington. During rhat time and mote rccently she
worked as a mycologisvmicrobiologist tbr GM
Labs, Inc. Currently she works fot Environmental
Microbiology Laboratory, Inc., one of the leaders
in the indoor air quality
industry.

As for her work with Cortilarius, tlat wi]l cortin-
ue on the side aud cotrsist of lvriting much-needed
keys and publishing whenever possible. There is
an enormous need fot published keys of Cortina-
dus species. This ulruly genus can be conquered,
one bit at a time. Our July meeting is the time for
each and every CMS member to start-

Spores Afeld
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In search of the elusive Snow
Morel
By Williallt Windsor

On Friday evening, May 28, 2004 I received a
phone call from Norm Birchler, our esteemed edi-
tor. "The weather report is perfect Bill" he said,
"Thuoderstorms all weekend with a chance of
snow ir the high Country". "Lets go camping."

He did not need to say anymorc, for botb of us
had long desircd to hunt for Snow Morels in
Colorado. On this late spdlg weekend, it looked
like we would flnely get our chance. "Karen and
I will swing by your place at l0:00arn" he said,
"No wait, make that 8:00am, maybe 9:00am, we
should get an early start, say 10:00, no make that
8:00am." Apause, "Yeah, 9:00am, be ready to
go". With a firm uDderstatrding of our departure
time, on Saturday rnoming I started to pack.

The Snow Morel (Morchella imaginarious\ al-
most Dever fruits ir Colorado. Fruitilg requires a
period of wann spring tempemtures followed by
a suddeD and unexpected strowfal1. This type of

"I liked how the paper was caref,rl to describe
cap size, sporing structures, spore colot and stem
characteristics", he continued. "On Fox in the
Henhouse News they mentioned that mycologists
suspect that the mushroom may have a mycor-
rhizal relationship $itb the Colorado Palm tree
a.nd that the Snow Morel is no$' endangered due
to global cooling". "Really?" I responded with
some skepticism, "clobal Cooling?" "Yup" he
explained. "Fundamental ScieDtists have found
irrefutable evidence that the enforcement of
environmental laws has resulted itr Global Cool-
ing." "This in turn btemrpts the Snow Morel's
fruiting cycle by eliminating the warm period that
it needs to develop its mycelium.' He was cor-
rect of course, I rcally do not see how alryuxs caIr
consider tbemselves informed if they do not read
the newspaper and watch TV

I made myself a healthy brealdast being care-
ful to include all tve of the major food groups;
sugar, fat, salt, caffeine and starcb. Karen and
Norm arrived some time later. but still withjn the
odghal Iange of possibilities. Our plan was to set
up carnp in the central n'lountaiDs at about 10.000

weather Dattem rarelv occurs in
Colorado Rocky MoDrtains. Under ideal condi-
tions, the initial warming of the soi-[ srimulates tlrc
rapid gro\a-th of the mycelium. Followlog that, a
sudden decrease in temperatue is needed or the
fruiting of the snow morel ',vill not talie place.

Since I expected snow and heezing temperature,
I carefully packed my best cold weather gear. I
thoughtfully sfiffed a pair of long-jobns and a
sleeping bag rated to 45 degrees ir my backpack.
I wore a light spring windbreaker jacket. It was
8:00am and I was rcady to go.

At 9:O0am the paperboy came around. "Going

camping?" He asked while eying my backpack,
"Say, you might fitrd some of those Snow Morels
this rveekend." Obviously, the lad had spent some
time with TV and newspapers. with the quality
and in-depth of reporting of our modem media,
the kid loew his mushrooms. "Yeah" I admitted,
"I'm going for Snow Morels." "They featurcd
those in the 'Get Out and AboDt You Lazy Bum'
sectiotr last week," the paperboy informed me.
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while Norm and Karcn did some ice water kayak-
ing. We traveled over a difi road mounnin pass
of nearly 13,000 ft with no guard rails and huge
drop-offs at the edge of the road. lf the snow did
arrive, our views of the rugged mountains would
not be compromised by unsightly safety rails.

Some mycologists consider the Snow Morel to be
an albino form of Morchella atgusticeps, nowe,ter
I do not believe this to be the case as they do have
a very light brown 'tinge' to their near perfect
whiteness. The best way to spot Snow Morels
is to seek tiat slight brownish tone against fresh
white snow Vera Evemotr of the Denvet Botani-
cal Gardens has been seeking a prime specimen of
the Snow Morel and she warned me about storing
the fruiting bodies in a container that kept their
tempemtue below freezing. The fruiting bod-
ies actually generate heat through a bio-reactior
process that allows them grow through the snow.
This same bio-reaction makes the mustroom un-
stable above 32 degiees.
(continued on p.tge 5)
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(Snow Morel continued from page 4)
While driving to the campsite, we spotted several
stands of Colorado Palm trees mixed with moun_
tair pineapple. These are located exclusively
above 10,000 ft in canyon oases. The pall fronds
were just leafing out and the pineapple was m
bloom so out timing was perfect. Now all we
needed was for the weathet to coopente.

Arriving at the campsite, we pitched our retus.
Actually we pitched Norm arld Karen's tents since
they lent one to me for the weekend. I noticed
that the tent they lend me was completely water_
tlght, so I nade cetain to puDch a hole or two
through the tent floor as well as the grouDd cloth
so that it could drain in the event that a rain cloud
somehow found it's way inside the tetrt. To date,
they have not thanl(ed me for doing this, but may-
be its because they simply did Dot notice it yet.

It raioed briefly just after set-up but the tempem_
tures stayed above fieezing. yes, it was disap_
pointiDg. but the weekend had just started and the
sky was a wonderful ominous grey colo. AJter
setting up, we drove to the 'put-ifl' locatioD for
Karen and Norm to layak. They were hopilg
for ice, but were willitrg to accept rhat the class
3+ rapids would be a tepid 36 degrees. ..Gosh,',
Karen sighed, "I don't think we will even get a
chance to we.Lr our pogies (special gloves that at_
tach to the paddle)." I looked at the roiling, frorh_
rng near fieezing waler smashing over and be_
tween a field of boulders and tree trunks stetched
over the narow and fast moving creek_ .'Have
fun ! ' I yelled above the roar of the river

Because the air tamperahire was a blisteriDg rl4
degrees, there was no sense in searching for Snow
Morels. lnstead, I looked for Humming Btd nests
in forest that lined the crcek_ I was lucky and
found aII empty oDe in the nook of an aspen tree.
I pulled the lichen covered nest fiom the branch
and forced it into my water bottle. Shaking the
water bottle a few times, I drank down the nest in
a l-ew gulps. Msrmmm. bird nesr soup. deucious.

A11er picking Karen and Norm up from down
arver, we rctumed to camp and I made Morel
Stroganoff with some dehydrated yellow morels.
It was a nice hardy meal that we ate huddled
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under a tarp in the freezing mi|r. Looking at the
snow mixed with the rain, Norm conmented, ..It
looks promising, 8i11. We might get to do an ice
tuIl tomorow AND get to look for SI1ow Morels,'.
I had to ageed, the dreary weather did look most
promising. I put on two shirts and two paDts (all
the clothes that I brought with me) and clawled
into the tent and my sleeping bag. With nightfall
came a cold, cold wind and I foutrd that I could
not sleep; Thoughts of Snow Morels ran through
my mind. That and my wholly inade4uate sleep_
rng bagjust would uot warm up.

With the lilst light of mom:ing, we were out of
out tetrts and firilg up the stoves for hot tea dnd
breakfasl. lt \,\as soowing out and a giance al tbe
peaks revealed tees coveted with snow. Karen
cooked breakfast and then we quickly broke
camp. Norm pulled his wet kayaking gear from
the drying line tied between two tees. It was
frozen solid. "I cad't wait to get into these frozen
pantsl" exclaimed No.m. "I'm ready to play on
the frozen rivef'. "l dotr't know', I responded."Its snowing pretty hard. we may have pass to
on the kayaking in order to get ir eDough time to
look for Snow Morels."

As mentioned earliet, the proper enviroomenr to
hunt tbr Snow Morels is within a high c:uryon
oasis. Look along the water's edge as well as any
tdbutaries feeding the oasis_ Timing is absolutely
critical. The saow mustbe betweet 3 to 4 inches
deep. Any more and the Snolv Morels will be
completely covered with snow and impossible to
find. Any less and the Snow Morels will not fruit.

Cats seem to be natumlly atftacted to the scent of
Snow Morels and are often used by Europeans
to locate the difficult-ro-find fungi. Once tbund,
Snow Morels must be picked with gloved bands
due to thet sensitivity to warm temperatues.
Most mycologists concur that mittens are a poor
choice for this purpose, especially if yotmg cars
are used to help locate the Snow Morels. Reports
from Europe ollen refercnce lost mittens m as-
sociarion with little kittens.

We stopped at the first oasis we encountercd as
Norm carefully navigated the dirt road up Cotton_
wood Pass.
ftonrtnued on page 6)
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(Snort Morel c(tntinuetl Jtom page 5) We drove to the other restaurant and found the

Spr.oaing o.,t, *" *utt"d very slowly between parking lot empty l noticed that the restauant

th" Pulir"". ""aoning the flesh snow for any hadjust one or two patrons as I pushed aside a

rGr .iOt*.f"*,i"". iaren was the fust one to cob-web at the doorway Entering the restauant

find a Snow Morel. "Whoop-whoop !" she hol- we were met with the smell of hot cooking oil

lered. "Whoop?" inquired t{orm. "Wtroooop!" The restaurant had a self-seNe counter for tqking

,"priJ r*""i "Whi's all the whooping about?" orderl The':e-rvei.was 
about 16 vears old and

i jsked. !,oh',, reptied Norm, ..Karen cai,t whis- the 'chef' could not be a day over 19 years old. A

tle'. *Malried foiks' I muttered to myself, "They sign otr the wall read "We don t accept checks and

."tor" "L" *ftnde-"oJ"..iog"". 
'lvltat ae i' w; don't play with bees" "wlut do you think?"

,"..'p*O"a No.. "High Maintenance" Karen Karen inquired skePtically? "Looks fine to me"

tniJogry ug,""a. Ttie thing is, having been my stomach-rcsponded' completely by-passng 
'

gooo fri"oa;*ifi, f."n unJNo.rn foti"u"tal my brain "Yeah' it looks okay" Nom's stomach

lears.Iactuallyunderstoodthis'conversation' 
concurred'

"De-coder ring? I do['t need no stinking de-coder We quick]y consumed our meals and rctumed to
ring!" ldtougbl to myself. th. j. in" hor". Along lbe way. \ e passed spot.

The Strow Morel Karen found was a beauty lt after spot of prime black Morel habitat' at iust the

was dbout 2 1,2 inches talt and perfectly wiite right timing' but covered with nbout four inches

.^""fifo,  t" *ry "ag"s of the'pits' which were offresh slow "You know"' I commented"'If

" figit ,- -f". i piJtur"-p.,t""t t"^tbook speci- our plan was to come all this way to hunt Black

."i. f*"o put tfr" 
^Snow 

Morel into the cool€r Morels, this snow would totally preveot us 1'om

ror sare transport. we continued our search and f,nding aly." "Good thing our goal was to foray

with a bit of time, al] ol us rvere rewardeil with for Snow Morels" I cheerfully exclaimed ltwas

flnding a number of prime Snow Morels Al- then that I first head the hissing noise froD the

- togeth"e' we had collected ah.'t 36-ofJh€a'-a$- r-lask ofjheJ€hi')e-----

I

outstanding foraY !

At mid-day we started the retum fip home Norm

mentioned a lestaunnt that he knew that was o|r

the way and we all agreed it would be great to

stop for a meal. The drive over Cottonwood Pass

must have been especially dce for Norm who

did all the driving. The snow covered dirt road

combined lvith sometimes blinding blowing snow

made for a relaxing laid-back pace. I quickly fell

asleep in the back seat, so I assume it was equally

relaxing for Norm. Aier about an hour and a

half we arrived at the lestaulant. The parking lot

was tul1. Really full People were waiting both

indoors and outside in the cold. "Dang, Norm!"

I exclaimed, "You must be right about this being

a aood testaumnt, at least half the town is here "

W; entered the restaurant to the sound of happy

diners engaged in warm conversation. Checking

in at the leception desk we were informed of a

minimum 45 mirute wait "Let's check out that

other restaurant we passed up the road" T offered'
''Maybe we could get in l-bere. '
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What I did not realize at the time' is that the lid

to the cooler had come loose fiom the bumps on

the difi road. Our precious Snow Morels, now

exoosed to the heat in the car were undergorng

a process of rapid degeneration much like the

deliquescent ptocess of inli cap mushrooms By

the time we returtred to Bouldeq the Snow Mo-

rels rvould be nothing more than a gooey mass of

white spores.

Such is life.

The thing about life experience, is that it is indeed

unknowable. The emergence of spdng carries the

Dromise of morels, but not a guarantee that they

will fmit in good numbels. Likewise' a planned

foray and camping catr be impacted by poor

weathel When such things occur, it is best to trot

get too attached to a specific goa1, but rather to

make the best of the 'now-moment' presented'
(continued on Page 8)
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THE BIGGEST MOSTEXCITING EVENT OFTTM FUNGALYEAR:
TEE TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL MUSEROOM FAIR IS NOT FAR OFFI

The time is now to decide what you wa't to do to be a part of this very special event. Lack of experence
or krowledge is Dot be a deterent. The Fair is intended as a learning experience, not only for the gener-
al public, but also for our own CVS members. what a fun way to leam rno,s 45.r, .ur favorite subject!
Following arc some of the committees oll which you can se e (or in some cases, eveD head up) and
some of the friends you'll be working with (this is a great way to get better acquainted and ,o ioL" n.*
friends). Please call the chairs where listed, or you can contact Fair chair No,. Birchler, 303-440'7123,
or nbirchler@co'rcast.net, for more infomation as to what is involved. A signup sheet is included with
this issue of Spores.

Arts and Crafts display: ltemscan be handmade or commercirlly proJuced. butmusl have a musb-
room theme. Photographs of mushrooms are included. This display requires at least two members
oversee'ing it at all times.

Book Sales: Adele Mikelevicius, 303-7'l l-9425.

Cultivation: Chris Hardwick and Ed Srvanbere. 303-485-8952.

Dy€ing and Paper Making:

Edible and Poisonous display panels: Liturca atrd Lee cillman, 303_935_2390.

Farays: Tom Taggart,3O3-423-531j , Ellen Jacobson, 303-741-3836.

Identificatio Recording: D. Else Vellinga, Vera Evensoq Ellen Jacobson.

Sorting: Lots of folks are needed for this. both Saturday aftgmoon and Sunday, This is the very best
way to leam mushrooms and get plenty of exercise! Begiuners ate welcomel ! We need to know in ad_
vance if you will take part in order to add yow nane to the list for frce admission at the ftont gate-

Kiddie Korner: RDrh Davis,303-322-7908. If you rove children, you'll rove helping ar this station.
M€mbership: Greet fair-goers and potential mernbers at the door. Lots ofpeople will join on the spot.
Netural Ilabitat: William Windsor 303-544-6069

Photography: Photograph specimens and give advice.

Physical Arrangements: TomTaggart,303-423-5317, and Gary picketL Help set up the tables and
displays. I-ots ofgood clean fun!

Pr€servation: A new display possibility, ard something that tbe public would fird very helpful. lf you
are good at this (drying, pickiing, etc.), please call. This display can be your own personal crcarion.
Publicity: Jason Salzman, 303-433-6961.ftite press releases and make contact wrth the media.
T.shiit Sales:

Toxicolosr/Rocky Mountain Poison & Drug Center: Marilyn Shaq 303_377_1278.

Don't be bashful. We won't know you want to help if you don't call or sign up on the enclosed sheet.
And don't delay ! we'll all sleep better lvhen all the posts are filled. Don't know what you want to do?
Volunt€er to "Help Where Needed". Whatever you do, don't miss this otrce-a-vear fun event!
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(Snow Morel continued ftom page 6)
This iictional essay was inspired by an actual
camping trip Memorial Day weekend 2004.
While the weather may have not have been ideal,
it did contain its own visual beauty. The sight of
spiiig flowers dusted with snow is strildng. The
rugged mountain peaks were spectacular. Perhaps
most endearhg, is that the warmth and the cama-
raderie of good friends easily offsets the discom-
fort of cold temperatures. We did not collect any
black morels that weekend, but we did collect a
most excellent experience of unexpected visual
beauty and a memory of quality time shared be-
tween ftiends.
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How cute can you (or should
you) get?
LIFE magazine now is included as an itrsert in the
weekend Griday) editions of both The Denver
Post and The Rocky Mountain News. In the Jurc
10, 2005 issue, the Food sectiotr is eatitled, "Cute

Cakes forAny Taste", and gives instructions for
making especially tempting cupcakes. Guess
what tops the list? Did you guess a mushrcom
cupcake? And need I tell you rvhich musbroom?
fught! That most colorful of sbrooms, Andrita
muscarid - rcd. frosti,l]'g with white mint spots.
Guess I'm just a worry wart to thint this might
give a child the idea that the real mushroom might
be just as ],lrmmy as the cupcake ve$iooj But
then I bave a dght to be cotrcemed. I'mtheone
who gets the calls wben this happens.

MarilyD Shaw, Toxicology Chair
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